FMCSA EXERCISES ENFORCEMENT DISCRETION ON DRIVER CREDENTIALS

FMCSA published documents regarding driver credentials on Monday, March 23, 2020 that affect on
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 and will run through June 30, 2020.

FMCSA’s Determination and Regulatory Provisions Waived
Consistent with the statutory requirements for waivers, FMCSA has determined that it is in the
public interest to issue a waiver, limited in scope and circumstances, that is likely to achieve a
level of safety that is equivalent to, or greater than, the level of safety that would be obtained in
the absence of the waiver until June 30, 2020.
To respond to this unique event and to continue the ability of intrastate and interstate CDL and
CLP holders and interstate non-CDL drivers to transport goods in response to the COVID-19
emergency, this waiver:
•

Extends until June 30, 2020 the maximum period of CDL validity by waiving 49 CFR
383.73(b)(9) and 383.73(d)(6) for CDLs due for renewal on or after March 1, 2020.

•

Extends until June 30, 2020 the maximum period of CLP validity by waiving 49 CFR
383.73(a)(2)(iii) and 383.25(c) for CLPs that are due for renewal on or after March 1,
2020, without requiring the CLP holders to retake the general and endorsement
knowledge tests.

•

Waives the requirement under 49 CFR 383.25(e) that CLP holders wait 14 days to take
the CDL skills test.

•

Waives the requirement under 49 CFR 391.45 that CDL holders, CLP holders, and nonCDL drivers have a medical examination and certification, provided that they have
proof of a valid medical certification that was issued for a period of 90 days or longer
and that expired on or after March 1, 2020. e.

•

Waives the requirement under 49 CFR 383.71(h)(3) that, in order to maintain the medical
certification status of “certified,” CDL or CLP holders provide the State Driver
Licensing Agency with an original or copy of a subsequently issued medical examiner’s
certificate, provided that they have proof of a valid medical certification that expired on
or after March 1, 2020.

•

Waives the requirement under 49 CFR 383.73(o)(2) that the State Driver Licensing
Agency change the CDL or CLP holder’s medical certification status to “not certified”
upon the expiration of the medical examiner’s certificate or medical variance, provided

that the CDL or CLP holders have proof of a valid medical certification that expired on
or after March 1, 2020.
•

Waives the requirements under 49 CFR 383.73(o)(4) that the State Driver Licensing
Agency initiate a CDL or CLP downgrade upon the expiration of the medical
examiner’s certificate or medical variance, provided that the CDL or CLP holders have
proof of a valid medical certification or medical variance that expired on or after March
1, 2020.

•

In accordance with 49 CFR 383.23(a)(1) and 391.41(a)(1)(i), FMCSA continues to
recognize the validity of commercial driver’s licenses issued by Canadian Provinces and
Territories and Licencias Federales de Conductor issued by the United Mexican States,
in accordance with 49 CFR part 383, when such jurisdictions issue a similar notice or
declaration extending the validity date of the medical examination and certification
and/or validity of the corresponding commercial driver’s license due to interruption to
government service resulting from COVID-19.

Terms, Conditions, and Restrictions of the Waiver
This waiver covers States, CDL holders, CLP holders and interstate non-CDL CMV drivers for
the period beginning at 12:01 a.m. (ET) on March 20, 2020, continuing through 11:59 p.m. on
June 30, 2020.
1. This waiver does not apply to a CDL or CLP holder if the driver’s license expired before
March 1, 2020.
2. This waiver does not apply to a CDL or CLP holder if the driver’s privileges have been
suspended or withdrawn for traffic offenses.
3. Drivers claiming relief under this waiver from the requirement for a valid medical
certificate must have proof of a valid medical certificate that expired on or after March 1,
2020, and carry a paper copy of their expired medical certificates.
4. Drivers who cannot produce evidence of a prior medical certification that expired on or
after March 1, 2020, are not covered under this waiver, including new drivers who have
never obtained a medical certification.
5. Drivers who, since their last medical certificate was issued, have been diagnosed with a
medical condition that would disqualify the driver from operating in interstate commerce,
or who, since their last medical certificate was issued, have developed a condition that
requires an exemption or Skill Performance Evaluation from FMCSA are not covered
under this waiver.

6. This waiver does not apply to medical examiner’s certificates originally issued for less
than 90 days.
7. Notification to FMCSA of Accidents. Each motor carrier must notify FMCSA within 5
business days of an accident (as defined in 49 CFR 390.5), involving any CDL holder,
CLP holder, or non-CDL driver operating under the terms of this waiver. See 49 CFR
390.15(b) (requiring maintenance of accident registry.) Notification shall be by email
to MCPSD@DOT.GOV. The notification must include the following information:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

Date of the accident;
City or town, and State in which the accident occurred, or closest to the accident scene;
Driver's name and license number;
Vehicle number and State license number;
Number of individuals suffering physical injury;
Number of fatalities;
The police-reported cause of the accident (if available at time of the report); and

viii. Whether the driver was cited for violation of any traffic laws, or motor carrier safety
regulations.
8. FMCSA reserves the right to revoke this waiver for drivers’ involvement in accidents,
motor carriers’ failure to report accidents, and drivers’ failure to comply with the
restrictions of this waiver.

